 Hockley County Appraisal District

 

Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting Held on Tuesday, February 13, 2024
 

The Hockley County Appraisal District Board of Directors met in regular session at 8:00 am on Tuesday, February 13, 2024, at the Appraisal District Board Room located at 1103 Houston Street in Levelland, Texas.
Present were Board Members Larry Carter, Buddy Moore, and DeEtte Edens. Staff members present were Ryan Noland, Roxann Gonzales, Paula Espinoza and Lorie Marquez, Chief Appraiser.
Determination of quorum present and the meeting was called to order by Larry Carter.  Larry Carter gave the invocation and the Board and those present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion made by DeEtte Edens and seconded by Buddy Moore to accept the minutes for January 9, 2024 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion made by Larry Carter and seconded by DeEtte Edens to approve the financial reports for January as presented. Motion carried unanimously.
Lorie requested permission to allocate a portion of 2023 excess funds to a committed funds line item to purchase EagleView Technology. This is to assist appraisers with clear aerial imagery, accurate property data and analytics. It’s projected the program will pay for itself within the first year of use. Rural areas closer to Lubbock will likely be flown every year due to Lubbock having the same technology. The Board and HCAD staff went into discussion regarding the pros and cons of having this Technology as well as discussion on not wanting to increase future budgets with this purchase.  Motion made by Buddy Moore and seconded by DeEtte Edens to approve. Motion carried unanimously.
The final item, was the approval of an updated Records Retention Plan and Model Ordinance with the Texas State Library and Archives Commission. Motion made by DeEtte Edens and seconded by Buddy Moore to approve Hockley CAD’s Records Retention Plan. Motion carried unanimously.
Lorie discussed office operations with the Board. Ryan is about 60% complete with his field work and Roxann is about a week away from completion. Roxann has also completed mobile home parks.  Ryan is working on the 2024 Preliminary Ag Budget and it will be presented to the Ag Advisory Board in March.  Business Personal Property Rendition forms are coming in and Roxann Gonzales is working on them as they come in, deadline April 15th. Lorie briefed the board on the recent Comptroller PVS Report.  She made the Board aware of some invalid findings within the report concerning three ISD’s (Levelland, Ropesville & Smyer). We were invalid in 2021, valid in 2022 and invalid in 2023. Lorie explained the PVS process and answered questions in regards to PVS. She also stated she and Ryan will be working with the ISD’s and the attorneys to help with the appeals. The next Property Value Study will be conducted in 2024. Doshier, Pickens & Francis, LLC will begin their field work on the 2023 Financial Audit on March 1.  ARB members will be attending ARB training classes online in March, if it’s a new ARB Member it’s an eight-hour course, if it’s a returning ARB Member it’s a four-hour course. These are self-paced courses, however must be completed by June 1st.  There was a resignation of an ARB Member from Levelland. Lorie is looking for someone to fill the spot.  Appraisal Notices for 2024 will be mailed out on May 1st and Protest hearings scheduled for June 20th. 
Motion made by DeEtte Edens and seconded by Buddy Moore to adjourn at 8:56 am. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

DATE:   April 9th, 2024
APPROVED: _______________________________________    

ATTEST: __________________________________________
